URBM  DISTRICT  OF  BEDLPTCxTONSHIRE 
ANMJAL  .REPORT  OP  THE  IVEEDIGAL  OPPIOER  OP  flEAMH 


J’OR 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  IviEDIGAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH  FOR  1941. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Urban  District  Council  of 

Be d lingt ons hi re . 

Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  submitting  the  Annual  Report  of  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  year  19^1,  bearing  upon  the  state 
of  health  and  the  sanitary  conditions  of  the  Urban  District, 

The  design  of  the  Report  is  in  strict  conformity  with  the 
circular  as  to  the  contents  and  arrangement  of  the  Annual  Reports 
of  Medical  Officers  of  Health, 

For  the  year  under  review  further  instructions  have  been  given 
by  the  Ministry  of  Health  which,  as  the  War  drags  on,  tend  to  a 
progressive  abbreviation  in  the  amount  of  statistical  information 
to  be  made  available,  mainly  on  grounds  of  national  security. 

Hence  are  omitted  complete  tables  of  local  populations  or 
quotations  from  figures  supplied  by  the  R-Q.  which  may  enable  any 
substantial  series  of  local  populations  to  be  reconstructed. 

The  report  is  therefore  confined  to  the  quotation  of  rates 
only  and  total  figures  are  omitted. 

For  similar  reasons  no  mention  is  made  of  activities  in  connectien 
with  war-time  industrial,  militaxy  find  other  important  developments, 
such  as  extensions  of  water  supply  or  sewage  works  or  other  public 
utility  undertakings. 

Of  major  importance  was  the  intention,  according  to  the  Ministry 
of  Health’s  wishes,  to  secure  a large  measure  of  protection  against 
diphtheria  amongst  pre-school  children  and  school  children,  and  the 
figures  of  12,7fo  in  the iire-school  category  and  52.97%  in  the  school 
population  could  not  be  regarded  as  other  than  grievously  disappointing, 
and  in  fact  left  no  room  for  complacency,  especially  having  regard  to 
the  several  fatalities  recorded  during  the  year  and  previous  years 
from  this  dread  disease  in  Bedlingtonshire, 

Be  it  said,  however,  by  way  of  mitigation  that  one  of  ^ 
predecessors  in  office  had  in  early  1959  instituted  a campaign  for 
diphtheria  immunisation,  whereby  808  (pre  and  school)  children  were 
protected  by  the  prescribed  two  shot  method. 

Another  item  of  great  consequence,  which  accorded  a great  amount 
of  scope  to  Medical  Officers  of  Health  was  the  advent  of  the  Scabies 
Order  ’under  the  Defence  (General)  Regulations  1959 i which  appeared 
in  late  November,  Its  full  effects,  however,  cannot  be  discerned 
until  v/ell  into  next  year. 

I have  again  to  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  express  my 
appreciation  of  the  consideration  extended  to  me  by  the  members  of  the 
Council  and  for  the  assistance  of  the  staffs  in  the  Sanitary  ^d  Child 
Welfare  Departments,  and  also  for  the  vexy  valuable  co-operation 
exhibited  by  the  hospital  staff  up  to  the  time  of  its  transference  to 
the  South  East  Northumbe inland  Joint  Hospital  Board, 

I have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

JAiVES  ANGUS, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health, 


March,  19^5. 
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Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Local  Authori1;y« 


Medical  Officer  of  Health  ,•  ) 

Medical  Officer  M«.  & C.W.  ) 

Authority,  Sunray  Clinic  • ) 

Medical  Officer,  Infectious  ) 
Diseases  Hospital  ) 

Assistant  Medical  Officer 

of  Health, • • 

Dental  Officer  (Part-time)#, 

Ophthalmic  Officer 

Obstetrical  Consultants . » . , . ( 


Health  and  Child  ( 

Protection  Visitors ( 

( 

( 

) inspector 


James  Angus,  M,B,,  Ch#B,,  B.HI,, 

D.P.H, 


Catherine  B,  McGregor, 

M#B.,  Ch.B.,  D,P,H. 

G. E.  Wilson,  L,R,C,P#,  L,R.C.S,,  L#M,, 

L#D,S* , 

Alex#  MacEae,  M,D,,  D,O.M,S, 

part-time,  appointed  April,  19^1# 

S,  Farquhar  Ktoray,  M#D#,  P,R,G,S# 

H. H,  Evers,  M.B,,  M#S.,  P,R,C,S, 

P,E,  Stabler,  M,D.,  F,R,C#S# 

Iitrs,  J.S.  Jackson,  S,R.N, , S,C,M. 

resigned  July,  19^1. 

Ivlrs.  M,  Robson,  S,C,M, 

Miss  M.  Bewick,  S.R.N, , 

R,  M,  Laverick,  M,S,I,A, 


Offices  of  the  M,O.H 146,  Station  Road,  Ashington, 

Telephone  A.shington  287# 


Offices  of  the  Sanitary 
Inspector, 


Council  Offices,  Front  Street, 
Bedlington# 


Telephone 


Bedlington  2214# 


Hospital  for  Infectious 
Diseases 

Telephone # , , 

M,G,W,  Centre  and  Sunray 
Clinic. 

Telephcaae, 


Staithes  Quay,  Bank  Top, 
Bedlington# 

Bedlington  3207, 

South  Parade,  Guide  Post, 
Chopping ton# 

Bedlington  2227. 
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URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  BEDLINGTONSHIKE 
AlOTAL  REPORT  OP  TRIE  lYiEDIGAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

FOR  1941. 

SECTION  A. 

Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area. 

Area,  in  acres  - 9» 025,784,  ■ 

Registrar  General *s  estimate  of  I 

Resident  population  mid  1941  Temporarily  suppressed,  ! 

Min,  of  H,  Circular  2604,  | 

Rateable  value  - £98,587. 

One  penny  rate  produces  - £570. 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1941)  Temporarily  suppressed, 

Min,  of  H,  circular  2601:' 

Vital  Statistics, 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population  - 16,4. 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births  - 20.8, 


Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  population  - 10,9, 

Deaths  from  puerperal  causes  (headings  29  and  50  of  the  Registrar 
General’s  short  list)j- 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  total 
(live  and  still)  births. 


No.  29  Puerperal  Sepsis  2.5 

No . 50  Other  Puerperal  causes  ............  2.5 

Total  4,6 

Death  Rate  of  infants  under  one  year  of  ages- 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births,. 70,8 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births,. 71  •! 


Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births..,,.  62,5 


Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages )..,. 54 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages) 1 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages),,.,.. 1 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years) * Nil 


2, 


INFANTILE  MORTALITY  ^ 19^1 

Total  Total 
Causes  Und  1-2  2-3  3-^  under  1-3  3-6  6-9  9-12  under 
of  death#  1 wk  wks  wks  wks  1 mth  mths  mths  mths  mths  1 yr. 


Measles 

Bronchitis  - 

Meningitis 
non  T.B.  - 

T.B,  Meningitis 
Prematurity  4 

Con:  nialforn>- 

ations  1 

Injury  at  birth  3 
Convulsions  1 

Pneumonia 

Other  Causes  1 


• 2 

1117- 

- - 1 
---12 


1 

2 

2 

2 

7 

2 

3 
1 

4 
6 


Totals  10  1 1 1 13  6 6 3 2 30 


SECTION  B, 

General  Provision  of  Health  Services  for  the  Area* 
LABORATORY  PAGILITIES. 


Laboratory  facilities  are  available  at  the  Laboratory  belonging 
to  the  Northumberland  County  Council.  The  extent  to  which  the 
facilities  have  been  utilized  is  shown  be lows - 


Specimens  sent  in  by. 

Specimen, 

Pos, 

Neg, 

C » C « T . 0« 

p 

Sputa,  tubercle. 

4 

21 

Medical 

Practitioners . 

do. 

12 

105 

Medical 

Practitioners. 

Cerebro  Spinal  fluid 

1 

- 

for  tubercle. 

M.O.H, 

Swabs  for  0, 

2 

45 

Liplitheriae 

iledical 

Practitioners, 

do 

22 

79 

M.O.H. 

Swabs  for  Haemolytic 

5 

8 

Streptococcus. 

Medical 

Practitioners. 

do 

4 

6 

M.O.H. 

Blood  for  Enteric  Fever, 

3 

Medical 

Practitioners. 

do 

2 

7 

M.O.H. 

Faeces  for  Enteric  Fever 

• — • 

.2 

Medical 

Practitioners. 

do 

5. 

M.O.H. 

Urine  for  Enteric  Fever, 

.1 

Medical 

Practitioners • 

do 

- 

- 

Medical 

Practitioners. 

Miscellaneous, 

1 

4 

3. 


- 6, 


No  change.  Ambulance  vehicles 
NURSING  IN  THE  HOME, 

No  change.  No.  of  district  nurses  and  mid  wives  - 8. 

TREATMENT  CENIRBS  AND  CLINICS. 

As  before. 

HOSPITALS,  PUBLIC  AND  VOLUNTARY. 

No  change. 

MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  V/ELPARE. 

Maternity  & Child  Welfare  Clinics  are  held  Tuesday  and  Thursday 
afternoons  of  each  week. 

Attendances  of  children  up  to  two  years  - 2,912. 

These  clinics  were  supervised  by  one  or  other  of  your  Medical 
Officers  of  Plealth  and  where  necessary,  children  were  directed  to 
the  Babies’  Hospital,  the  Sanderson  Home  or  the  Sunray  Clinic  of  the 
Council  for  treatment. 

Milk  Foods  etc. 


Dried  milk  foods  and  vitamins  were  supplied  as  per  the 
undermentioned  data. 


Pood  Sold  at 
Cost  Price. 

Pood  supplied 
free  to  necess- 
itous cases. 

Dried  Milks 
Virol,  Numol 
God  Liver  Oil 
Cod  Liver  Oil 

(Yzlb  containers) 

(8oz,  btles.) 
Emulsion  (lOoz) 

10,8^9  lbs. 

) 

) 3,056 

9 lbs, 

51 

Clinics  for  the  pre-school  child.  ap:ed  2 to  5 years t 


Every  second  Monday  of  the  month  at  2 p.m. 

Attendances  of  children  - 5^6 

Each  c.hild  is  examined  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  many 
being  referred  for  inspection,  and  treatment,  if  need  be  to  the 
Dental  Officer  at  the  dental  clinic  for  pre-school  children.  Others 
have  been  referred  to  the  sunray  clinics  for  treatment  by  U.V,  Light, 

4. 


Children  found  to  li3.ve  unhealthy  tonsils  and  adenoids  are 
afforded  the  advantage  of  o|)erative  treatment  (tonsillectomy) 
at  the  Throat,  Nose  and  Ear  Hospital,  Newcastle,  or  the  Knight 
Memorial  Hospital,  Blyth.  In  this  case  the  L,A,  is  responsible 
for  the  full  maintenance  of  the  children  in  either  of  these  hospitals, 
the  parents  contributing  to  the  cost  according  to  an  approved 
income  scale. 

Dental  Clinic. 

Since  the  appointment  of  Dr,  G.E.  Wilson  as  Dental  Officer, 
dental  clinics  have  been  held  weekly  since  the  l^th  May,  19^1,  ror 
expectant  mothers  and  pre-school  children. 


Total  number  of  attendances  - Expectant  mothers  172 

- Pre-school  children  116 

Number  of  administrations  of  general  anaesthesia 116 


It  has  been  the  invariable  practice  to  perform  extractions 
in  pre-school  children  whilst  they  are  under  a general  anaesthetic 
and  also  on  their  recovery  to  transfer  them  by  ambulance  from  the 
clinic  to  their  homes. 

Ophthalmic  Clinic, 

Oculist  - Mr,  Alex  MaoRae,  No,  of  sessions  - 2, 

Number  of  children  attending  for  the  first  time-1^. 

No,  of  subsequent  attendances  by  children  - 6. 

The  examinations  were  conducted  by  the  oculist,  the  patients* 
eyes  having  for  some  days  previously  been  treated  by  atropine  drops 
and  ointment,  in  order  to  facilitate  the  retinoscopy. 

These  pre-school  children  were  referred  via  the  toddlers*  clinic 
by  either  your  medical  officer  or  on  the  request  of  the  local 
medical  practitioners  who  had  been  made  aware  of  the  existence  of 
the  scheme. 

The  conditions  for  which  these  children  were  seen  were  - 
squints  or  errors  of  refraction.  In  all  of  the  14,  lenses  were 
prescribed  by  the  oculist  and  the  spectacle  fitting  was  carried 
out  by  an  optician  v/ho  always  accompanies  the  ophthalmologist. 

This  type  of  service,  completed  by  the  delivery  of  the  spectacles 
in  a fev7  days,  saves  much  time  to  parents  by  the  elimination  of 
several  visits  to  central  ophthalmic  clinics  in  Nev/castle,  which 
would  othervd.se  be  necessary. 

Diphtheria  Immunisation  Clinic, 


See  Section  P, 


Antenatal  Clinic. 


Clinics  three  sessions  monthly  as  follows  in  the  afternoons  of  ^ 

First  Wednesdays  Ihr,  Kobloi  third  Wednesdays  Drs.  Brown  & Reid, 
last  Mondays  Dra.  Lowry  & H.S.  Brown* 


Number  of  women  who  attended  *.,*••.*  124 
Number  of  attendances  252 


References  to  Specialists  - It  is  permissible  to  refer  to 
Obstetric  specialists  in'  iTewcastle  any  cases  attending  the  ante- 
natal clinic  which  present  any  special  difficulty. 

Home  Helps  have  been  available  during  the  year* 

Maternity  Hospitals:  The  arrangement  still  obtains  between  the 
Bed iinstonshiro  tl . D *C . and  the  Princess  Mary  Maternity  Hospital 
whereby  in  necessitous  oases  the  Council  makes  itself  responsible 
in  whole  or  in  part  for  the  fees  for  maintenance  of  such  maternity 
cases  as  are  sent  thereto,  in  the  majority  of  cases  by  the  local 
medical  practitioners. 

Sunray  Clinic* 

Sunray  Clinics  are  held  on  Tuesday  mornings  at  9*50 
Friday  afternoons  at  2 p.m.  of  eack  week* 

No.  of  attendances  (children  and  infants)  - 2,229 

This  clinic  was  carried  on  on  the  same  lines  as  heretofore 
and  in  all  154  patients  received  treatment  during  the  year,  their 
age  distribution  being  shown  in  the  following  table. 


Under  5 years  129 

School  Children  25 

Total  ..... 


Below  is  a table  showing  the  nature  of  diseases  treated, 
together  with  the  results  of  treatment.  Many  under  the  heading 
"improved"  are  still  undergoing  treatment. 


Unlikely  to 
benefit  frcM 


Disease. 

Cured. 

Improved . 

further 

treatment. 

Incomplete. 

Total 

treated 

Furunculosis 

1 

1 

2 

Tuberculosis 
( n on^-pulmonary  ) 

1 

1 

«tfK 

2 

Alopecia 

mm 

1 

- 

- 

1 

Adenitis 

2 

5 

- 

6 

13 

Pink  disease 

1 

5 

6 

6 


( c ont ) 

Disease, 

Cured, 

Improved, 

Unlikely  to 
benefit  from 
further 

Incomplete, 

Total 

Ocular  diseases 

2 

1 

treatment , 

1 

treats 

4 

Skin  diseases 

1 

.. 

2 

4 

7 

Chest  (non  T,B.) 

.. 

3 

mm 

9 

12 

Rickets 

2 

4 

9 

15 

Marasmus 

— 

1 

2 

3 

i^Ialnutrition 

2 

3 

1 

6 

12 

Debility 

3 

18 

1 

21 

43 

Chorea 

mm 

mm 

1 

1 

Summary  of  certain  information  compiled  by  tilie  Health  Visitors, 

No.  of  live  births  registered  in  Bed ling tons hire  during  19^1 


M.232  F.200.. 432 

No,  of  illegitimate  births  (included  in  above  total) 

M.6  F.2 8 

No,  of  still  births  (.not  included  in  above) 

M.l  F.5 4 

No,  of  sets  of  twin  births  notif 5.ed  during  the  year, 1 

No,  of  births  notified  from  Princess  Mary  inaternity  Home  10 

No,  of  births  notified  from  other  matemit-y  homes 4 

No,  of  children  ascertained  to  have  left  the  Shire  22 

No.  of  inward  transfers  of  children  to  the  Shire  12 

Visits , 

First  visits,  births 449 

Sub-visits  under  one  year 1»752 

To  children  bet^^een  the  ages  of  one  and  five  years. ,5|221 


Child  Life  Protection, 

Pulbic  Health  Act  1930*  Sections  206  - 220, 

The  Health  Visitors  have  been  appointed  as  Child  .Protection  Visitors, 
No.  of  children  below  9 years  of  age  on  the  register  - 1. 

SECTION  0.  , 

Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area, 

WATER. 

The  Public  Water  Su^^ply  is  received  froDi  the  Tynemouth 
Corporation  (Water  Dep.artoent) . It  has  been  adequate  in  quantity 
and  the  quality  good. 

No  important  water  mains  have  been  laid  or  extended,  although 
domestic  services  have  had  to  be  repaired  dn  several  instances. 


DRAINAGE  AMD  SEWERAGE 


It  has  not  been  necessary  to  provide  or  extend  any  of  the 
sewerage  syst^s  operating  within  the  district.  All  the  main 
sewers  empty  into  tidal  waters.  There  are  no  sewage  purification 
plants  operating  within  the  area.  In  isolated  cases  drains  have 
been  repaired  and  some  relaid, 

RIVERS  AND  STREAMS, 

No  action  has  been  taken  under  this  heading, 

CLOSET  A0€0MM0DATI(H, 

The  whole  of  the  district  is  served  by  the  Water  Carriage 
aystem  with  the  exception  of  a few  isolated  cases  situated  beyond 
the  reasonable  reach  of  any  sewer.  No  conversions  or*  additions 
to  house  property  have  been  carried  out  during  the  year, 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING. 

The  removal  of  house  refuse  has  been  carried  out  partly  by 
direct  labour  and  partly  by  contract.  Approximately  half  or  the 
number  of  houses  have  been  cleansed  by  the  former  and  half  by  the 
latter  method. 

The  refuse  from  bins  is  collected  at  least  twice  each  week, 
and  where  ashpits  exist,  the  cleansing  is  carried  out  at  least  once 
a fortnight. 

There  are  four  principal,  disposal  depots  situated  at 
Bedlington  Station,  Ohoppin  ton,  Sta'keford  and  Cambois,  Two  are 
excavations  made  through  tiio  rcaaoval  of  clay  for  brickmaking,  while 
the  third  and  fourth  constitute  the  reclamation  of  land  along  the 
estuarine  reaches  of  the  Rivers  W:msbeck  and  Blyth.  A small  portion 
has  been  used  for  the  purposes  of  agriculture  at  Market  Gardens 
and  farms , 

The  work  has  been  effected  satisfactorily. 

Where  any  cesspool  exists,  the  work  of  emptying  and  cleansing 
is  C8j?ried  out  by  the  occupier, 

SANITARY  INGIEOTIOJ  OF  THE  AREA, 

The  appended  table  provides  the  number  and  nature  of 
inspections  arising  from  various  defects  met  mth  diiring  the  year. 

Notices  served  have  been  cliiefly  by  informal  letter  or 
interview, 

8, 


NOoOf 

No. of 

No . out-  I 

f 

No.rem 

No.  cf 

Def- 

In  pro- 

Tabular  Statement, 

Inspec- 

defects  standing) 

edied 

statu- 

eciB 

gress 

HOUSING. 

Strucfcural  Defects . ) 

Defective  Foodstore.) 

tions 

during 

year. 

or  cont^ 
ravent- 
ions  cf 
bye-laws 

from  ! 
previous 
year.  • 

3 ) 

Tam.L. 

after 
letter 
or  int- 
erview. 

tory 

Notes 

serv- 

ed. 

reme- 

died 

there 

after. 

of 

being 

dealt 

with. 

Dampness.  ) 
Overcrowding.  ) 
Nuisances.  ) 

WATER  SUPPLY. 
Insufficient.  ) 

119 

59 

6 

65 

65 

Unsatisfactory,  ) 

DRAINAGE. 

■>  - 

Insufficient. 

7 

7 

■ 7 

7 

— 

— 

Defective. 

SANITARY  C0NVSNIENGE3 , 

112 

112 

112 

112 

tim 

Insufficient. 

— 

. 

— 

- 

— 

- 

Defective. 

73 

78 

- 

78- 

78 

- 

- 

Shops  jFoodst ores, etc. 
Dairies,  Cowsheds  &. 

65 

- 

~ 

- ■ 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Milkshops . 

208 

19 

- 

19 

19 

- 

— 

- 

Slaughter  Houses, 

406 

4 

- 

4 

4 

— 

- 

- 

Tents,  Vans,  etc. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Offensive  Trades . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Fact  ori es , 

14 

— 

— 

— 

- 

— 

— 

Keeping  of  Animals, 
Insanitary  Ashpits  & 

15 

7 

— 

7 

7 

— 

— 

Receps , 

Ashpits  improperly 

29 

29 

i 

29 

29 

mm 

mm 

used. 

5 

5 

1 - 

5 

5 

— 

- 

— 

Offensive  Accumulations. 

1? 

17 

— 

17 

17 

- 

- 

- 

Smoke  Nuisances, 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Petrol  Stores, 

■ 

■ 

TOTALS 1069  555  - 5^i-l  5^1 


9 


Set  oun  liereimder  are  the  details  of  Housing  Hepairs  included  in  the 
Structural  Defects  in  the  preceding  table  2- 


Nature  of  Work, 

No. 

Repaired « 

Bo.  ’ ’ 

Renewed • 

Roofs  and  Ridges, 

28 

Chimney  Stacks. 

12 

2 

Spounting  and  Pall  Pipes, 

19 

8 

Main  Walling. 

7 

Window  Sashs  and  Frames, 

16 

10 

Doors  and  Frames, 

22 

16 

Flooring, 

2 

2 

Wall  Plaster  (Rooms), 

23 

8 

Ceilings • 

15 

8 

Skirtings , 

2 

- 

Chimney  Breasts. 

2 

mm 

Ranges  and  Coppers, 

4 

- 

Foodstores, 

2 

- 

Staircases, 

1 

- 

Floor  Ventilators, 

Yards  and  Outbuildings, 

5 

TOTALS.......... 

158 

54 

SHOPS  &■  OFFICES*  - Ho  action  has  been  tali’on  under  this  heading. 


CAMPIHG  SITES. 

1.  Number  of  sites  in  the  area  used  for  camping  purposes, .Nil 


2,  Number  of  camping  sites  in  respect  of  wMch  licences 
have  been  issued'  by  the  Local  Authority  under  Section 

269  of  the  Public  riea].th  Act,  1956 Nil 

5,  Estimated  number  of  Campers  residing  in  the  area  at  one 

time  during  the  summer  season ..Nil 


SMOKE  ABATEMENT.  - No  action  has  been  taken  under  this  heading, 
SWBllVlING  BATHS  AND  POOLS. 

An  open-air  public  bath  is  situated  at  Humford  Mill,  The  water 
is  received  from  the  River  Blyth  and  is  continually  cleansed  by 
Chlorination. 

ERADICATION  OF  BED-BUGS. 


(1)  (a)  The  number  of  Council  Houses  Infested 11 

(b)  Other  houses  found  infested  16 


All  disinfested. 
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(2)  The  method  employed  for  freeing  infested  houses  is  by 
fumigation  with  Sulphur  dioxide  following  the  general 
Spraying  with  Zaldecide, 

(5)  Previous  to  the  tenants  being  removed  to  Council  Houses  the 
furniture  and  Clothing  is  subjected  to  the  process  of 
disinfestation j and  all  clothing  and  bedding  are  treated 
in  the  steam  disinfector  situated  within  the  grounds  of 
the  Council's  Hospital, 

(4)  All  work  of  disinfestation  is  carried  out  by  the  Local 
Authority, 

(5)  There  are  no  measures  taken  to  prevent  re-infestation  unless 
appeal  is  made  to  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 

SCHOOLS.  - The  Sanitary  arrangements  and  Water  supply  of  schools 
continued  to  be  satisfactory.  The  water  carriage  system  is 
established  at  all  schools  and  the  water  supply  is  direct  from  all 
Council  mains. 

Periodically  the  buildings  are  fumigated  and  disinfected.  The 
refuse  collection  is  carried  out  at  regular  intervals, 

SEOTIOT  E. 

Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Pood, 

MILK  SUPPIZf. 

There  are  thirty-eight  producers  of  Milk  in  the  area,  the 
majori^  of  whom  are  retailers.  Three  produce-  accredited  Milk, 

In  addition  there  are  six  licenced  purveyors  of  pasteurised  milk, 
and  two  supplying  tuberculin  tested.  Also  two  non-producing  purveyors 
of  ordinary  Milk. 

All  Pasteurised  and  Tuberculin  Tested  Milks  come  from  outside 
the  district. 

Thirty  seven  samples  of  IVIilk  have  been  submitted  to  the 
Laboratory  for  examination. 

Per  Cleanliness. 


Conform  Test  s 

55  instances 

2 instances 

- Satisfactory, 

- Unsatisfactory. 

Methylene  Blue 

Test  i 

32  instances 

- Satisfactory. 

1 instance 

- 3)^  hours.  (Reduction 

1 instance 

- 3 hrs.  ( 

do 

1 instance 

2 instances 

- 1)4  hi's.  ( 

- Unsatisfactory. 

do 
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B'or  Tuberculosis 


Biological  Tests  M. tuberculosis  not  found  - 21 

M, tuberculosis  Present  - 1 Total  ».  22 

Cowsheds  and  Dairies*  - It  has  not  been  necessary  to  call  for  any 
repairs  at  any  of  the  premises. 

MEAT  AM)  OTHER  FOODS, 

Centralized  slaughtering  of  animals  is  still  being  carried  out 
at  the  premises  of  the  Bedlington  Co-operative  Society  Ltd,  Under 
this  arrangement  adequate  facilities  for  inspection  of  all  carcases 
and  organs  are  provided. 

There  is  one  knacker's  Yard  in  the  district. 


Carcases  inspected  and  condemned. 


Cattle  includ- 
ing Cows, 

Calves. 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs , 

Pigs. 

Number  killed. 

!^umber  inspected. 

9ID 

8 

"4giB 

289 

All  diseases  except 

Tuberculosis,  Whole 
carcases  condemned. 

5 

1 

10 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  condemned. 

94 

85... 

9 

Percentage  of  the  number 

inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than 

Tuberculosis. 

10,87 

13.4 

2.D2 

.3,1 

Tuberculosis  only.  Whole 

carcases  condemned. 

3 

1 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  condemned. 

65 

3 

Percentage  of  the  number 

inspected  affected  with 
Tuberculosis, 

7.47 

1.38 

OTHER  POODS  REJECTED  s-  Bacon  105  lbs.,  Jam  14  lbs.,  Fish  Balls 

6 tins,,  Kippers  20  stones,,  Cases  of 
oranges  75* » tins  of  Meat  48  lbs,,  Tinned 
Milk  27 , 

SHELIr-FISH. 

A few  shell-fish  beds  lie  indiscriminately  scattered  within  the 
estuary  of  the  River  Blj^th,  these  chiefly  consisting  of  mussels, 
which  thereby  must  bo  exposed  to  considerable  amount  of  pollution. 
Notices  ai'0  posted  at  various  points  in  the  vicinity  prohibiting 
the  collection  of  such  sholl-fish  for  hum^an  consumption. 
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t), 


1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling -^Houses  duriiip;  -the  year;** 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 


housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or 

Housing  Acts 119 • 

(b)  Number  of  Inspections  made  for  the  purpose,., ,119* 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  Dwelling-Houses  (Included  under  Sub-head 

(1)  above)  which  were  inspected  and  recorded  under 
the  Housing  Consolidated  Regulations  1925  & 1932,.. Nil. 
(b)  Number  of  Inspections  made  for  the  purpose,, Nil, 

(5)  Number  of  Dwelling-Houses  found  to  be  in  a state 

so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit 
for  human  habitation • . .Nil . 

(4)  Number  of  Dwelling-Houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referrred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-Head)  found 

not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for 

human  habitation 59. 


2,  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  Year  without  Service  of  Formal 
Notices. 


Number  of  Defective  dv/el ling-houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  Officers ,59. 

5.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Years-  Sections  (a), 
(b),  (c)  and  (d),  ''Nil"  returns  have  been  received, 

SEGTICN  F, 

PREVALENCE  OP.  AND  CONTROL  OVER.  INFECTIOUS  AND 

' OTHgR'  DISEASE^'. 

The  Hospital  for  Infectious  Diseases,  situated  at  Staithes 
Quay,  closed  down  on  the  13th  January,  1941, and  there  remained 
on  duty  from  that  date  until  the  30th  September,  the  care- taking 
staff,  consisting  of  the  porter-groundsman  and  his  wife  who  acted 
as  cook  for  any  nursing  staff  and  patients  when  the  hospital 
was  functioning  as  such. 

On  the  1st  October  1941,  the  South  East  Northumberland 
Joint  Hospital  Board,  of  which  Bedlingtonshire  Urban  District 
was  a constituent,  came  into  being,  the  Council's  former  care- 
takers being  retained  by  the  Board  in  their  respective  capacities. 

During  the  first  nine  months  of  the  year  no  cases  of 
infectious  illness  from  Bedling-bonshire  were  admitted  to  the 
hospital,  as  it  was  found  more  convenient  and  more  economical  to 
admit  tl:iem  to  the  Hospital  for  Infectious  Diseases  at  Ashington, 
or  the  City  Hospital  for  Infectious  Diseases  at  Walkergate, 


Table  Showing  .^alysis  of  Notified  Cases  of  Infectious 

"Diseases  underT^^e" ~^roups ~ ' 


Und  65  & 

1 yr.  1-  2-  5-  4-  5“  10-  15-  20-  35-  ^5-  over  Total 


Scarlet  Fever 
Diphtheria 
Enteric  Fever 
Puerperal  Pyrexia 
Erysipelas 
Pneumonia 
Cerebi’o  ^3in  al  Fever 
Measles 

Whooping  Cough 


2 2 3 1 6 5 

--5164 

- - - - 1 - 


1 

1 


- - 3 2 - - 

1 - ^ - 1 

10  10  4 15  20  30  1 

24  20  32  28  25  5i  1 

(2  with  no  age  given) 


2 - 


4 

1 

1 4 

1 

5 


2 

1 

1 

2 


2 

5 


21 

22 

5 

5 

4 

16 

3 

90 

182 


Disease. 

Total  Cases 

Gases  ad- 

Total 

Notified. 

mitted  to 
Hos  pital. 

Deaths. 

Scarlet  Fever 

21 

3 

Diphtheria 

22 

17 

5 

Enteric  Fever 

3 

3 

~ 

Rierperal  Pyrexia 

5 

5 

1 

Erysipelas 

4 

- 

- 

Pneumonia 

16 

— 

6 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever  5 

3 

— 

Me as les 

90 

— 

1 

Whooping  Cough 

184 

1 

1 

Diphtherias  During 

the  year  there  ware  notified 

22 

cases , of  which 

1/’  were  admitted  to 

hospital  as  compared  vd.th  28 

and 

21  respectively 

in  1940. 

Three  of  these 

sufferers  -*  all 

girls-  Succumbed 

to  the  malady. 

None  were  iiomunised. 

It  is  of  interest  to  note  that  amongst  the  contacts  of  one  of 
the  recognised  fatal  cases,  there  was  discovered  on  routine 
swabbing,  an  elder  sister  who  proved  to  be  a temporary  carrier  of 
true  0, diphtherias . She,  too,  was  removed  to  hospital  whence  after 
some 'Weeks  stay  therein,  she  was  discharged  in  a non- infectious  state. 

Diphtheria  Prophylaxis , 

Ministiy  of  Health  Circular  2230  on  Diphtheria  Prophylaxis 
reached  the  Department  about  mid  December  1940,  advocating  that^ 
all  Authorities  secure  immunisation  of  as  many  children  as  possible# 
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The  circular  recommended  that  the  Local  Authorities  should  consult 
with  the  local  Education  Authority  or  V/elfare  Authority  as  to  the 
best  means  for  persuading  parents  and  guardians  to  have  their 
children  immunised.  At  the  same  time  it  was  advised  that  the  work 
of  immunisation  could  be  most  expeditiously  and  conveniently  carried 
out  at  selected  places  where  children  can  be  assembled,  and  the 
Education  Authority  of  the  Northumberland  County  Council  most 
generously  placed  the  school  premises  at  the  disposal  of  your  Medical 
Officers  for  the  carrying  out  of  immunisation  during  school  hours. 

Further  so  far  as  Bedlingtonshire  was  concerned  the  estimated 
school  population  was  during  1941,  approximately  4,554  and  your 
Medical  Officers  of  Health  assisted  by,  as  found  convenient, 
the  Health  Visitors  of  the  Council  or  a trained  nurse  from  a First 
Aid  Post,  carried  out  the  entire  immunisations  of  the  school 
children  in  the  school. 

On  two  or  three  occasions  the  services  of  the  late  Dr. 

O’Sullivan  an  Assistant  School  Medical  Officex’  were  requisitioned, 
and  greatly  appreciated. 

The  campaign  in  Bedlingtonshire,  which  had  of  course  to  be 
dovetailed  with  those  of  the  other  four  L.As.  in  No. 2 Area, 
commenced  about  mid  February  and  was  carried  on  intermittently 
to  the  end  of  the^  year,  by  which  time  the  parents  of  all  the  school 
children  had  at  least  one  opportimity  of  accepting  the  offer  of 
free  immunisation  agaj-nst  diphtheria. 

Theoretically  only  two  visits,  corresponding  to  the  number 
of  injections  should  be  necessary  to  each  school,  but  for  various 
reasons  this  number  was  extended  to  third  and  fourth  visits  to  each 
of  the  schools  in  order  to  give  first  and  second  inoculations  to 
those  scholars  who  were  absent  at  the  time  of  your  Medical  Officer’s 
original  visits.  There  were  various  influences  which  acted 
adversely  on  the  campaign  and  increased  the  amount  of  work  for  the 
Medical  Officers  and  nurses,  and  these  mi^t  be  enumerated  as  follows 
(1)  the  severe  weather  of  the  early  part  of  1941  when  the  campaign 
was  launched,  (2)  absenteeism,  especially  amongst  the  children  in 
the  infant  departments  from  (a)  measles,  (b)  chickenpox,  (c) 
whooping  cough,  and  (d)  respiratory  and  other  affections,  and  (3) 
the  interposition  of  school  holidays. 

The  most  up-to-date  method  recently  advocated  by  the  Ministry 
of  Health,  that  is  October  1942,  urges  immunisation  for  eveiy  child 
about  the  age  one  year  old  to  be  followed  at  the  time  of  its  entry 
to  school  by  a further  single  reinforcing  dose  of  reagent  which  would 
maintain  its  immunity. 

Being  a Welfare  Authority,  the  Council  immediately  on  the 
reception  of  the  Ministry’s  circiilar  in  mid  December  1940  set 
about  the  establishment  of  a scheme  for  the  immunisation  of  pre- 
school children  at  the  Child  Welfare  Clinic  at  Guide  Post. 
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At  first  two  afternoon  sessions  per  month  were  deemed  sufficient 
to  undertake  the  numbers  of  pre-school  children  expected  to  come 
forward,  but  owing  to  certain  difficulties  in  bus  travelling  from 
out-lying  portions  of  the  district,  a subsidiary  immunisation  station 
was  set  up  at  the  First  Aid  Party  Depot  at  Mawburn  Place > Cambois, 
where  one  afternoon  session  was  held  on  the  first  Monday  of  each 
month.  So  the  latter  has  continued  ever  since. 

So  far  as  the  pre-school  child  is  concerned  in  regard  to 
diphtheria  immunisation,  intensive  dissemination  of  advice  and 
instruction  by  the  Health  Visitors  has  been  constantly  carried  out 
throu^out  the  year  for  every  child  is  visited  on  the  occasion  of 
its  first  birthday  by  the  Health  Visitor  who  leaves  at  the  time 
of  her  visit  a leaflet  bearing  on  the  benefits  to  be  bad  from 
early  immunisation. 

The  minimum  target  aimed  at  is  to  have  three  out  of  every  four 
children  immunised  against  diphtheria. 

During  1941  the  following  are  the  numbers  of  children  who 
were  completely  protected  by  the  prescribed  course  with  the  reagent 
supplied  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  (Alum  Ibrecipitatod  Toxoid)  J- 

Under  five  years  of  age  - 263  - 12,7 
5-15  years  - 1,429  - 52,97 

Enteric  Fevers. 

About  November  of  this  year  the  Ministry  .of  Health  separated 
typhoid  from  the  paratyphoid  fevers,  hence  in  future  each  infection 
will  be  described  separately. 

Typhoid  Fever, 

One  case  of  typhoid  was  notified  during  the  year,  but  the 
source  of  this  isolated  case  was  never  discovered. 

Paratyphoid  B,  fever. 

Two  cases  occurred  during  the  year,  one  in  the  fifth  month 
and  the  second  in  the  seventh  month.  Inspite  of  painstaking 
investigation  the  sources  of  these  cases  remained  undisclosed, 
though  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  was  aware  of  the  existence 
of  a few  cases  of  similar  illnesses  in  other  districts  of  No, 2 Aijea. 
about  the  same  time. 

An  important  circular  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  2198,  of  the 
25th  October  1940,  consolidated  the  measures  to  be  observed  by  those 
engaged  in  food  handling,  and  emphasised  (a)  the  provisions  or  ths 
Milk  and  Dairies  Order  1926,  (b)  The  l>ublic  Health  (Infectious 
Diseases)  Regulations  1927,  and  (c)  The  Food  & Drugs  Act,  1958, 
section  I3  (i). 
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This  particular  section  15 » amongst  other  things,  dealt  with 

the  provision  in,  or  within  reasonable  distance  of,  the  room  suitable 
washing  basins  and  a sufficient  supply  of  soap,  clean  towels  and 
clean  water,  both  hot  and  cold,  for  the  use  of  persons  employed  in 
the  room,  that  is  any  room  in  which  food  is  prepared  and  intended  for 
human  consumption. 

Hence  all  persons  engaged  in  the  preparation  or  handling  of 
food  intended  for  sale  are  required  by  law  to  observe  cleanliness 
and  habitually  to  take  all  elementary  precautions. 

Scabies. 

Scabies  or  itch  is  strictly  an  infestation  of  the  skin  by  the 
itch  mite.  Another  variety  of  member  of  the  family  of  itch  mites 
(Sarcoptidae)  is  responsible  for  mange  in  domestic  and  wild  animals 
of  various  kinds. 

The  disorder  amongst  humans  is  one  of  great  antiquity  and 
has  been  well  known  in  the  past  and  has  swept  over  lange  armies 
and  populations  in  epidemic  form.  It  was  formerly  supposed  to  be 
caused  by  “bad  blood"  or  other  constitutional  disturbances,  which 
give  rise  to  spots  and  pimples,  and  even  at  the  present  day  the 
uninformed  ascribe  it  to  poorness  of  diet  and  it  has  frequently 
masqueraded  under  such  euphemistic  appellations  as  "dermatitis"  and 
"impetigo". 

The  infestation  is,  of  course,  a very  persistent  one  and  it 
is  doubtful  if  it  ever  spontaneously  dies  out  and  it  is  certain  that 
only  vigorous  and  intensive  treatment  with  the  appropriate  ablutions 
and  remedies  along  with  strict  regard  to  sterilisation  of  articles 
of  toilet  and  clothing  can  achieve  freedom  from  this  malady. 

Its  inroads  into  a household  are  insidious  and  the  condition 
may  be  well  advanced  before  its  real  nature  is  recognised. 

With  the  occurrence  of  the  "septic  complications"  much  time 
may  be  lost  to  industry  as  well  as  much  absenteeism  from  schools, 
for  scholars  are  excluded  when  found  to  be  suffering  from  this 
verminous  infestation.  Such  excluded  scholars  undergoing  home 
treatment  very  often  play  bout  the  "doors"  and  so  it  comes  about 
that  those  in  exclusion  infest  their  pre-school  brothers  and 
sisters  as  well  as  the  pre-school  children  in  other  families. 

It  was  well  enough  known  that  there  was  at  least  a prevalence 
of  scabies  in  the  district  and  so  soon  as  the  South  East  Northumber- 
land Joint  Hospital  Board  came  into  operation  the  Medical  Officer 
had  at  his  disposal  a greater  number  of  beds  available  in  one  or 
other  of  the  units  for  the  inpatient  treatment  of  severe  scabies, 

And  so  it  came  about  that  during  the  last  quarter  cases  of  scabies 
with  dermal  sepsis  were  admitted  from  all  the  five  districts, 
including  Bedlingtonshire. 
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I'hG  Infectious  Dise  ises  Hos,p:j  i at  Bedlington  was  chosen  for 
this  purpose  and  immediate  1,7  cases  began  to  be  admitted  and  the 
hospital  to  fill  up.  The  following  persons  were  admitted  from 
Bedlingtonshire 

1, 

Scabies  & Head  Lice.  ' ' •’ 

w. r. 

6 i 

1 


7 5 6 6 

These  admissions  to  hospital  for  contagious  infestations 
constituted  an  endeavour  to  cope  with  the  scourge,  and  had 
anticipated  the  Scabies  Order  by  about  six  weeks,  which  Order  - 
an  Order  in  Couhcil  - was  a Regulation  added  to  the  Defence 
(General)  Regulations  1939.  It  was  expected  that  by  the  beginning 
of  the  year  ascertainment  of  scabies  through  the  school  medical 
service  and  local  medical  practitioners  was  likely  to  occur, 
and  arrangements  were  made  accordingly  to  deal  with  the  sufferers 
to  begin  in  the  new  year. 

TTJBafflIJLpSIB. 

HEW  GASES  AND  MORTALITY  DURING  1941, 


Over  16  yrs. 
5-16  yrs. 
Under  5 yrs. 


Scabies 

— 

2 

3 
2 


2 

1 

2 


Age 

Periods, 

Hew 
Resp , 

Gases . 

Non-Re sp. 

Resp 

Deaths , 

, Non-Re sp. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M.  F. 

- 

“ 

1 

- 

- 

- 

2 

1— 

— 

1 

— ~ 

5~ 

4 

1 

3 

1 

— 

- 

15- 

7 

6 

2 

1 

2 

3, 

1 

25- 

1 

1 

3 

2 

35- 

1 

2 

•> 

2 

45- 

2 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

- 

55- 

1 

— 

— 

1 

1 

- - 

65  & over 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

«*• 

- 

Totals  15  11  6 4 4 10  2 3 

Non-Notified  deaths  - 10 
Total  Deaths  - 19 
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GANGER  MORTALITY 


Males,  Females, 


20  30  55  65  Tot. 

20  30  45 

55  65  Tot 

Oesophagus 

- 

- 

- 

— 

- 

- 

~ 

1 

— 

1 

2 

Stomach 

•> 

- 

3 

— 

5 

1 

2 

2 

1 

6 

Lung 

Breast 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

1 

3 

1 

5 

Pancreas 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

>■ 

— 

Golon 

•> 

— 

— 

1 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Gall  Bladder 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

1 

2 

3 

Liver 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Prostate 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

2 

Uterus 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

3 

Rectum 

— 

— 

— 

2 

2 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Ovary 

- 

— 

- 

- 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

- 

1 

8 

4 

12 

-M 

2 

11 

4 

5 22 

Sarcoma  - female  aged  72  yrs. 
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j C iv.i iia.u  Death-rates,  Analysis  of  Mor’bality,  Maternal 
Mortality  and  Case  rates  for  certain  Infectious  diseases  in  the  Year 
1941.  Provisional  figures  based  on  Weekly  and  Quarterly  Returns, 


England 

and 

Wales, 

126  C.Bs 
and  Great 
Towns 
including 
London 

148  Smaller 
Towns 

Resident  Pop, 

25.000  - 

50.000  at 

1951  Census 

London 

Adm, 

County 

* Rates  per  1,000  Civilian  Populations- 

Live  Births 

14.2  t 

14.7 

16,4 

8.9 

Still  “ 

Deaths  s- 

0.51t 

0,58 

0.60 

0.33 

Ail  Causes 

Typhoid  and 

12.9 1 

14.9 

13.0 

16.3 

Parat7/phoid 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.01 

Scarlet  Fever 

0.00 

0.00 

0.01 

0,00 

Whooping  Cough 

0.06 

0.07 

0.06 

0,04 

Diphtheria 

0.07 

0.08 

0.06 

0,03 

Influenza 

0.19 

0. 17 

0.20 

0.15 

Smallpox 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Measles 

Rates  pel 

Deaths  mder  1 Year 

0.03 

1,000  Live 

'■.(95 

Bir  ciiss- 

0.03 

0,02 

of  Age. 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea 
and  Enteritis  under 

59 

71 

56 

68 

2 years  of  Age 

5.1 

7.5 

4,6 

6,8 

* A dash  ((-)  signifies  that  there  were  no  deaths 
i~  These  rates  are  those  puhli shed  in  the  Quarterly  Return* 

* Rates  per  1,000  Civilian  Populations- 


Notifications  s- 
Typhoid  fever 

0.03 

0,02 

0,03 

0,04 

Paratyphoid  fever 

0.09 

0.12 

0.09 

0.05 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever 

0.25 

0.31 

0,20 

0,30 

Scarlet  Fever 

1.47 

1.49 

1.51 

1,01 

Whooping  Cough 

4.39 

4.37 

4.50 

3.50 

Diphtheria 

1.25 

1.53 

1.19 

0.95 

Erysipelas 

0.30 

0,36 

0.27 

0,50 

Smallpox 

- 

- 

— 

Measles 

10.33 

8.27 

10.47 

4,77 

Pneumonia 

1.25 

1.55 

1.04 

1.07 

Rates  per  1,Q00  Total  Births  (Live  and  Still) s- 
Mat e rnal  M 0 rtal i ty s - ( Exc lud ing  Abortion) 
itierperal  Th  feet  ion 


(ho. 147) 

Others 
Total 

Notifications  i - 
Puerperal  Pever ) 

” Pyrexia  ) 

^ Including  puerperal  fever. 
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0.48 

1.75 

2.23 


11.91 


AVAILABLE  - 


15.64 


9.43 


2.29 

19.35 


T 


